Evangelistic Temple
The Church of
The Church of

New Beginnings
Jason Harris, Pastor

As we transition to a new year I am excited about what the Lord has in store for our
church. The pastoral staff met together a few weeks ago just to pray together and brain
storm about what we should do in 2020. (Wow, that even feels weird writing that number.
Have we really made it to the year 2020? Science fiction movies were made with that date
and now here we are!) Anyway, one of the new things we are implementing is a class on
Sunday mornings for children ages 6-8. When I became the pastor 8 1/2 years ago, we
did away with the children's service that would meet during the 10:45 hour. We knew part
of the purpose God was highlighting for our church was to focus on strengthening the families within it. Part of that included making sure families were in church together. I'm not
going to go into all the reasons for that here. You can read them on the church website if
you need a reminder. So we started having children over 5 years old attend the main service with the rest of their family. Part of our meeting together as a staff included evaluating
the things we are doing, and we have come to the conclusion that having the cut-off age
at 5 years old might be too early. Many of our younger children have a hard time staying
focused during the main service, so some parents are resorting to keeping them occupied
with tablets and cell phones. We don't want that to be the way they spend their time in
church, so we felt the need to add this new class. The purpose is not to keep them entertained during this time, but to help them transition from childcare into 'big church'. Jenifer
will explain in more detail, what that will look like in her article. We have heard from some
families in our community say they would love to come to ET, but because we didn't have
childcare for this younger age group, it made it difficult for them. So this is our way of addressing this concern, while at the same time, trying to stay true to our purpose. So be in
prayer for this new class. Speaking of prayer, we will be doing just that every Wednesday
night during the month of January. So come at 6:30 and join us. I am so looking forward to
what the Lord is going to with these prayer meetings. As I said before, big moves of God
have historically been preceded by His people gathering together to pray. Get ready for a
good year!
I am so proud to be your pastor.
Jason
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Service Times

Sunday
Morning Worship.....8:30 AM
Sunday School.........9:45 AM
Morning Worship...10:45 AM

Wednesday
Classes........6:30 PM
Children's Classes......6:30 PM
Youth Group................6:30 PM

Month of December

1st

Mission Sunday
8:30AM Traditional Worship

Month of January

1st Office Closed
5th

9:45AM Sunday School

2nd

Mission Sunday

9:45AM Sunday School

3rd 6:00PM Elder Meeting

10:45AM Contemporary Worship
7th 6:00PM Elder Meeting

Mission Sunday
8:30AM Traditional Worship

8:30AM Traditional Worship

10:45 Contemporary Worship

4th 5:30PM Deck the Halls

Month of February

9:45AM Sunday School
10:45AM Contemporary Worship
4th 6:00PM Elder Meeting
5th 6:00PM Bible Drill

Church-wide Pizza

8th 5:30PM Undecorating Party

& Decorating party

9th 10:00AM Radiant Ladies

6th 10:00AM Radiant Ladies

12th 8:30AM Traditional Worship

9th 8:30AM Traditional Worship

6th 10:00AM OCC Dallas Packing

9:45AM Sunday School

9:45AM Sunday School

8th 8:30AM Traditional Worship

10:45AM Contemporary Worship

5th 10:00AM Radiant Ladies

9:45AM Sunday School
10:45 Contemporary Worship
4:00PM Deacon's Meeting

6:30PM Wed. Nt Groups

10:45AM Contemporary Worship

4:00PM Deacon's Meeting

4:00PM Deacon's Meeting

13th 6:30PM Embrace Get Together

11th 6:00PM Grief, Pray, Support

14th 6:00PM Grief, Pray, Support

12th 6:00PM Bible Drill

10th 6:00PM Grief, Pray, Support

15th 6:30PM Prayer

11th 6:30PM Prayer

16th 10:00AM Radiant Ladies

13th 10:00AM Radiant Ladies

12th 9:30AM Radiant Ladies

19th

14th Valentine Fundraiser for Missions

Family Needs Sunday

14th 10:00AM Angel Tree Gift Giving

8:30AM Traditional Worship

15th

9:45AM Sunday School

Family Needs Sunday
8:30AM Traditional Worship
9:45AM Sunday School

10:45 Contemporary Worship
16th 6:30PM Council Meeting

10:45 Contemporary Worship
20th Office Closed

19th 9:30AM Radiant Ladies
11:00AM Senior Christmas Luncheon
22nd 10:00AM Christmas Service

16th

Family Needs Sunday
8:30AM Traditional Worship
9:45AM Sunday School
10:45 Contemporary Worship

21st 6:30PM Semi Annual Business Meeting 17th Office Closed
22nd 6:30PM Prayer

17th 6:30PM ETLC Christmas Program 23rd 10:00AM Radiant Ladies
18th 6:30PM Prayer

6:30PM Wed. Nt Groups

11:00AM Senior Luncheon
26th 8:30AM Traditional Worship
9:45AM Sunday School
10:45 Contemporary Worship

18th 6:30PM Council Meeting
19th 6:00PM Bible Drill
6:30PM Wed. Nt Groups
20th 9:30AM Radiant Ladies
23rd 8:30AM Traditional Worship
9:45AM Sunday School
10:45 Contemporary Worship

6:30PM Christmas Eve Candlelite 28th 6:00PM Grief, Pray, Support
24th Service
24-1st Office Closed
29th 8:30AM Traditional Worship
9:45AM Sunday School
10:45 Contemporary Worship

30-1st Office Closed

29th 6:00PM Bible Drill
6:30PM Spring Classes Start
30th 10:00AM Radiant Ladies

25th 6:00PM Grief, Pray, Support
26th 6:00PM Bible Drill
6:30PM Wed. Nt Groups
27th 10:00AM Radiant Ladies

11:00AM Senior Luncheon

Danny Rodriquez—Associate Pastor
“There is no way that Christians, in a private capacity, can do so much to promote the work of
God and advance the kingdom of Christ as by prayer.” - Jonathan Edwards
As we start to look at this next year, I ask you, as a member of Evangelistic Temple, to join with
us in prayer as we consider some of the different ministries. There will be a mission trip to
Guatemala/Belize on June 7th – 14th,2020. We will begin Sign up now for the trip and so if you
are interested in being a part of this mission work please make sure your name is on the list located at the welcome center. We will contact those that have indicated that they are interested
with specific details about taking this trip! The team will be serving in the following areas:
evangelism, medical, construction, education and children’s ministry. If you have never been on
a short term mission trip, this may be your year to step out!
This spring we have many opportunities to get involved in way of life groups. We currently have
twelve life groups and I ask that you be in prayer for each leader and home host. There are also
six different Sunday school classes that start at 9:45 AM, between our Sunday morning worship
services. There will also be five different Wednesday evening classes that begin at 6:30 PM
starting the last week of January, 2020. The Wednesday night classes offered are as follows: B3
Course – Believe, B3 Course – Belong & Build, Embrace Ladies Bible Study, Men’s – That the
World May Know, and Song of Solomon Through the Lens of Christ for Women. Please be in
prayer for every teacher and the proclamation of the Gospel that is going forth.
Please continue to pray for our Children’s Ministry and Youth Group and each leader that loves
our children and are committed to the teaching of God’s Word. I am so grateful for the work
that goes forth to support parents and the willingness to pour into our children/youth.
The Word of God teaches us to pray for those that are in leadership roles within the church. So
please keep the Elder, Pastoral, Deacon and Ladies Embrace teams lifted up in prayer so that
each one will be sensitive to God’s Spirit and His leading.
There are so many other ministries within Evangelistic Temple that can be mentioned, and so
please remember to pray for your church. As we go forth in this New Year of 2020, we want to
see Jesus lifted up and His Presence poured out over this congregation and city! I love you and
thank you for the opportunity to serve here at Evangelistic Temple!

We have had a wonderful fall with a trip to Jefferson, a very inspiring testimony from Jessica Lusk and a very successful bake sale for Thanksgiving! A lot of the women are very involved with the upcoming Angel Tree
party so December is full of special times with the Christmas Eve service,
Christmas and family!
We are excited to begin 2020 with a Paint and Praise get-together on January 13th! Please come and join us as we all paint - or have fun trying! Lori
Camacho of the Painting Poodle will be helping us paint a cross with a design on it on canvas and we will have plenty of finger food. The cost will be
$25.00 per woman but Women's Embrace is paying $10 of the cost for
each woman attending so it will only cost $15.00! It will begin at 6:30 and
childcare will be provided for all events held at the church.
On March 2, Kathy Frodin will be giving her testimony - and if you have not
met Kathy, you are missing a blessing! Also that evening, Patty Oliphant
will be talking about the ministry she and her husband share, "Beds and Bibles"! Such a wonderful ministry and one that has blessed so many children and those who have taken them into their homes.
Finally, on April 25, we will be taking a road trip to the Arboretum in Dallas. Such a beautiful place and especially beautiful in the spring! It will a
fun trip - even the drive because I so enjoy being with the women of the
church.
If you have not attended one of the get-togethers with Women's Embrace,
call someone you know that is involved and go with them. The first time I
attended one, I was so nervous because I didn't know hardly anyone but
everyone is very welcoming and friendly. My number is 903-316-9260 so
call me if you just want someone to go with you or if you have any questions!

Pam Barnard

We are recruiting individuals to work
the next Michael Unit KAIROS. The event will occur on March 25 – 28.
Team meetings will start in January. There is a need for ladies to work
on the outside team who will help in preparing food,
“agape” (palanca), and support the men going inside. Men are needed to go inside to share Christ’s love with the men in white. I assure
both the ladies and the men will be blessed.
Gary Cotton is the designated leader for this Kairos and God has inspired him to reach out to the Evangelistic Temple community to support and work this event. You may contact Gary in person, cell phone
903-724-0861, or email gcotton614@gmail.com. You may also contact Toby Black, tdblack@rocketmail.com, Steve Hall, stevehall391@gmail.com, Larry Trahan, qww.iwt@gmail.com, or myself,
timwest404@gmail.com, for more information.
Please pray about being part of the team and then contact one of us
for details. Please know that Kairos is one of many ministries at the
Michael Unit and any of us can tell you of other opportunities to share
Jesus with these men. Most any schedule can be accommodated.
In HIS love
Tim West

ET Youth is in high
gear through December, January,
and
February.
Starting two days
after
Christmas,
many from ET
Youth and many from our church will be serving East Texas Vida
Nueva, which is a leadership movement for Christian Youth. It’s
open for youth, ages 15-21, who are looking to strengthen their relationship with Christ and become the leader in their local church
that Christ has saved them to be. If you know of, or are a youth in
our area that fits this criteria, please get with me for an application.
The young men’s dates are December 27-30, and the young ladies
dates are January 2-5. Starting January 31 going through February
2, ET Youth will be participating in our community wide Dnow
weekend. The youth will be staying at host homes around the area
and participating in community worship and small group studies
throughout the weekend. These are great relationship building activities, which is what ET is about, building relationships. The theme
for the weekend is “GO”, and the discussions will be about furthering the kingdom of Jesus by being His hands and His feet to a lost
world. Sign ups are taking place now and cost for the weekend is
$10. Please get with me to sign up. Also signups are taking place for
Summer Camp 2020. ET Youth will be attending Student Life mission camp in Durango, Colorado and will be serving the community
in various projects there. Camp is June 22-26 and deposits of $60
are due no later than Jan 29. Total cost of camp is $359 and the
youth will be hosting fundraisers to help offset the cost of that.
Please see me to sign up or with questions ASAP. Thank you for
your continued prayer and support of ET Youth! Big things happening!
Casey Vickers

Don’t you just love the new year?
It is always a great time to start
exciting new things. For you that
may mean more time in study,
weight loss goals or keeping your
car cleaner. In the children’s
department, it means an awesome new class during second
service on Sundays for 6-8 year
olds! In evaluating and praying
over our programs, we feel that
this will be a huge blessing and will make the transition into “big church”
much easier. There will be worship, prayer, and a lesson much like church
service. Although there will be some time for play, the focus of the class will
be on learning and how to participate in worship and sitting longer for
lessons. I am looking for people to assist in making this new class a success so please let me know if you would like to get involved. We will also
start our second half of bible drill on Wednesday nights for all ages. Our
focus will be on book location and key passages. It is not too late to join us
in that. Also starting at 6:00 on Wednesdays, there will be three different
children’s classes. Mrs. Elaine will have 0-2 year olds, Mrs. Regina will
have 3-6 year olds and I will have a class for 7-11 year olds. We are looking forward to exponential growth in the Children’s department over the
next year, with a new vision of focusing on the children and youth of ET.
Get in touch with me if you would like to get involved and again, thank you
all for the prayers. Love yall!!

Jenifer DeFreece
Director of Children’s Ministries

Hello church family. I love sharing updates with you about ETLC and
what all God is doing! We will be closing out the 2019 year with a special Christmas Program on 12/16 and everyone is invited! I would love
to see our church body be more involved with ETLC. Our first semester has been blessed and we look forward to amazing things in 2020. I
am excited to announce that ETLC will receive a state accreditation
called Texas Rising Star in January that sets our center apart as a
state recognized “excellence in education” center. Everyone on staff at
ETLC has worked very hard to get their classrooms, curriculum and
character up to standards to be able to receive this honor. God continues to show his faithfulness to ETLC in many ways including full rosters, teachers who love the Lord and secure finances. We were able to
lay new flooring in 3 hallways and 5 classrooms, get canopies over our
playground and make many more improvements throughout the center. Your prayers are coveted and appreciated. Please continue to lift
us up as we work unto the Lord.
Jenifer DeFreece
ETLC Director

Dear Friends,
You may have heard that I am retiring as administrative assistant for Evangelistic Temple at the end
of 2019. This is true, the Lord has been leading me for some time to relocate to Houston, closer to
my daughter’s and my brother’s family. When his timing was right, he put his plan in motion and I
have been hanging on to the hem of his garment just to keep up.
The catalyst to make me move is medical but I know the Lord has that. He has made it possible for
me to buy a home close to my family and have it updated in time to move in. Sell my home here
and provided me a place to stay in the meantime.
At the same time my parents have also moved to Houston and their home was sold before it actually when on the market.
What started off as debilitating breathing problems has not kept me from moving 2 houses in 2
months, working and doing doctor and test visits. That’s only God.
The hard part is leaving all of you. You started praying for me when I first began having breathing
problems and God has been listening. I feel the comfort he gives, because of your prayers. I have no
way to express my gratitude for the love you have all shown me, not just now, but for as long as I
have been a member of ET. (20 Years? Wow) It has been my privilege to function as administrative
assistant at ET for I think 6 or 7 years and I have loved every minute. My walk with God has been
forever shaped by YOUR testimony and your walk with the Lord, as I witness it. I love you individually and as a body of Christ.
I will be back from time to time, and will drop in on ET. I very much hope to see you then.
Sincerely,
Connie Bullard
Administrative Assistant
Evangelistic Temple

